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How does the Constitution guarantee equality? How do you think that constitutional equality relates to constitutional liberty? How has this relationship changed over time, especially when subordinated groups have asserted claims to equality and liberty?

The relationship between citizenship and rights has changed substantially over time, and different individuals have had different sets of rights relating to their status. What were some core rights marking full membership in political and civil society in 1820? What types of people had access to these core rights then? How about in 1860, 1890, 1920, or 1960? How about now? 
What did the abolitionists seek, and what did they accomplish? What do you think the Reconstruction Amendments were meant to accomplish? Why do you think that these radical constitutional changes were followed by the full institution of Jim Crow in the south within forty years?

Why do you think the women’s movement fought so hard for suffrage? What did the Nineteenth Amendment accomplish? Given the twentieth century feminist movement’s dedication to major changes, why do you think that women’s access to full citizenship rights was not much different in 1925 than it had been in 1915?

What do you see as the similarities and differences between the struggle of lesbians, gays, and bisexuals for rights on the one hand and women and racial minorities on the other? What does your answer to this question lead you to predict about the trajectories of these various movements in the future?

Do you see the sweep of American history as a story of the gradual but progressive triumph of liberal egalitarian values? As a story of struggles over changing forms of exclusion and the retention of exclusionary values through transformation over time? As, in Philip Klinkner’s analysis, an unsteady march with an uncertain future? As something else entirely?

Are there other groups that could or should be seeking equality and full citizenship?  Can you develop a way to identify such groups?

What are the advantages to constitutionalizing the struggle for equality? What might be the risks and drawbacks of this approach?

